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FOREWORD

How wiLL THE TExAas COASTAL BEND LOOK, FEEL, EVOLVE AND CHANGE in the next 5, 10 or 20
years? What economic, educational, environmental, or demographic factors will impact this
region? Will the majority of the Coastal Bend residents think the region is a better place to live,
work and raise a family than it is today?

The BoldFuture for the Coastal Bend Initiative will examine these questions and take a
positive, inclusive, comprehensive and informed approach to formulating answers that will
shape the Texas Coastal Bend for years to come. Phase I began in January 2008 with leadership
from Del Mar College, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and other community partners.
This document provides background for Phases II and III of the initiative as the vision and
implementation plans are developed.

This BoldFuture for the Coastal Bend Community Profile provides selected “data snapshots”
critical to understanding the trends of the region.

B How is our population changing?

M Is the regional economy healthy and viable?

B Are the educational opportunities meeting our needs?

B s our air/water quality adequate and sustainable?

B Can our families earn a living wage and afford homes of their own?

B Can we access basic health care and social services?

B Are our neighborhoods safe?

B Does the community offer adequate cultural and recreational opportunities?

This Community Profile does not attempt to cover all pertinent information, but rather to give
an overview of the factors most critical to the BoldFuture community visioning process utilizing
professional standards of data collection and analysis.

We hope this document will raise some questions, and some eyebrows, about the direction the
Coastal Bend is headed so that together, we can decide to embrace the current trends as our
roadmap to the future, or to change these trends in order to change the future.
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